Albendazole and praziquantel treatment in neurocysticercosis of the fourth ventricle.
The purpose of this study was to determine the therapeutic efficacy of albendazole and praziquantel administration in the treatment of neurocysticercosis of the fourth ventricle. The authors report the results obtained in 10 patients with cystic neurocysticercosis of the fourth ventricle who were treated with albendazole at a dosage of 15 mg/kg/day for 2 weeks. Because of the failure of albendazole treatment, two of the patients received an additional course of praziquantel at a dosage of 100 mg/kg/day for 2 weeks. A total of 16 courses of albendazole and two courses of praziquantel were administered to the 10 patients. In eight patients (80%), there was complete disappearance of the cyst, in one other (10%) there was an important decrease in the size of the cyst, and in one (10%), no change was seen. None of the patients had complications during the follow-up period of between 6 and 26 months (average 15.7 months). The authors postulate that a regimen of albendazole is the treatment of choice for this type of neurocysticercosis, although praziquantel may also be useful.